Hof fa Sees Benefit in Watergate: 
Exposing VIPs to Jail Conditions 


By Peter Braestrup 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

The Watergate scandal 
may help the cause of prison 
reform, James Hoffa sug- 
gested yesterday, because 
“important . people” seem 
headed for jail where they 
will experience conditions 
firsthand. -■ 

“There may be more of 
them next week,” Hoffa said' 
yesterday. •’ - s . 

The chunky, energetic 60- 
year-old former Teamsters, 
union president, who spent 
58 months, in federal prison;' 
for mail fraud and ! jury- 
tampering. said that for any 
administration officials con- 
victed of illegal acts prison 
“will be a new experience.” 
They would., spend the 
first 90 days of incarcera- 
tion, Hoffa told a news con- 
ference, in a 7%-foot by 10- 
foot cell which is probably 
“smaller than the clothes 
closet in their homes.” 


said he doubted 
that President Nixon knew 
of any illegal activity such 
as f he Watergate bugging by 
his subordinates. “In my 1 
opinion,” Hoffa said, “he’s a 
victim of circumstances.” " 
Hoffa has been on parole 
from the federal peniten- 
tiary . at Lewisburg, Pa., 
since Mr. Nixon commuted 
his 13-year sentence in De- 
cember, 1971. He has spent 
much of his time ’ since then 
barnstorming for prison re- 
form, and seeking, by court 
action, to lift a ban on any 
Hoffa effort at “direct or in- - 
direct” management of 
Teamster affairs. 

i-If the ban is lifted, Hoffa 
said, he plans to run in No- 
vember, 1974, for president 
of Detroit Teamster Local 
299, his old home local, 
whose incumbent head, 
David Johnson, has an- 
nounced his decision not to 
seek re-election. Hoffa said 
he would “work my way up” 


from there. The term of 
Frank E. Fitzsimmons^ Hof- 
fa’s successor as head of the 
national Teamster union, ex- 
pires in 1976. 

Hoffa was here for a $100- 
a-plate dinner at the Shore- 
ham Hotel last night, an af- 
fair organized by the 8- 
month-old National Associa- 
tion for Justice to honor 
Hoffa for his prison reform 
campaign and to raise 
money to launch a $2000-a- 
month “crisis control cen- 
ter” here to calm tense situ- 
ations in prisons across the 
country. 

C. Edward Lawrence, a 
former convict and NAJ ex- 
ecutive director, said that 
tollfree hotlines would be 
set up so that any inmate — - 
or guard — could telephone 
the center if he needs help 
or trouble is brewing. Hoffa 
said new federal prison 
rules appeared to give pris- 
oners such access to tele- 
phones. “If not,” he said, 
“well take it to court.” 



